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My first experience of this kind was during my first pastorate, more than 
forty years ago. As far as I can recall I had never read any books on Divine 
Healing and had never heard much of anything about it. A young man in 
my congregation, a dentist, was taken very sick. His father was a member 
of our church. I went to the home to see and talk with the young man, but 
he was unconscious, in the last stages of typhoid fever. One of the leading 
physicians of the town sat by his bedside and told me that the crisis was 
past and had passed the wrong way, that there was no hope whatever of his 
recovery. As I sat there an impulse came to me to kneel down and pray to 
God that He would heal the young man. I did this, and as I prayed a great 
assurance came into my heart that God had heard my prayer. I arose 
and said to the doctor, who was a backslider, "He will get well." The 
doctor smiled and replied, "Well, Mr. Torrey, that is all very well from 
your standpoint, but he cannot get well. The crisis is past and has 
passed the wrong way, and he will die." I replied, "Doctor, that is all right 
from your standpoint, but God has heard my prayer, I know He has 
heard my prayer. The man will not die, he cannot die at this time, he will 
get well." I returned to my home. A short time afterward they came up to 
tell me the young man was dying, that he was doing certain things that 
only one dying would do. I replied to them, "He is not dying, he cannot 
die now, he will get well." And get well he did, and as far as I know is 
living still, though that was over forty years ago. 
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