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OTHER THINGS.

OTtHER THINGS.— Mark iv. 19.

Let me read the whole verse to you:
% And the cares of this world and the
deceitfuiness of riches and the lusts of
other things entering in choke the
word, and it becometh unfruiiful,”

In a previous chapter the Lird Je
sus Christ marifests His power i
restoring a man with a withered hanc
to soundness. simjly by His wrrd
That word has lost none of its power
from that day to this. Jesus Christ,
the “same yesterday, to-day, and for-
ever.” lives to make it true to His
children.

After this wondrous manifestation
of His power, it is said, a multitude
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thered around and “ thronged Him.”

e went to the seaside, and there the
multitude was so great that He took a
boat and rowed out a litlle, so that
the crowd upon the shore could hear
the words He uttered. I am sure we
can say — I can for my part — that we
have always been very thankful that
the Lord took the common things of
life and entered into every day occur-
rences to manifest His power and
illustrate His truths. Z7he door, the

shepherd, the vine, the fig-tree,—by the

well, on the shore, at the feast, “by
all means” to show Himself the Mes-
siah, the Saviour of men. He hadall
power, but used it not to astound and
terrify men, or to call forth admira-
ation or glorification of His person,
but always as a channel of heaven’s
own truth and blessedness. We are
continually questioning life’s experi-
ence. If my circumstances were dif-
ferent; if T had been born differently ;
if I had means or if T had time, I could
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have done this, that, or the other
thing. My brother! my sister! Settle
it once and for all that you are just
where God placed you: nota creature
of accident, not living a life of chance.
He has turned aside man{‘ plans of
ours, because they would have been
Ltal to you. He has turned you into
paths of righteousness and pastures of
een, by the side of still waters. He
Eras led you day after day, and guided
you with His love. Success in your
plans might have been shipwreck to
ur soul. God knows all about you
and all about your need, and He never
makes a mistake. He lives: O, to
belizve that He lives to care for His
children and to bless them! "

By these common things He illus-
strates His truth. On this day he sat
in the boat and taught the people, by
the parable of the sower. “A sower
went forth to sow.” All men who
have land, farmers especially, at this
time of year, are scattering broadcast
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their seed. They would hardly put
seed into the ground unless they ex-
pected a harvest. They know  that
the seed is in the right element and
that the ra'n and the suns<hine wll
combine to bring forih plentifully, and
they can count on stores for man and
beast, on well-filled grinary and barn.

How common the illustration now
applied to the Word! * The sower
soweth the seed.” The sower is the
Lord Jesus Himself. By parable He
sought to do His most efficient work,
and as in this parable of the seed-

sowing. He sought to illustrate the
princiles of grace ; sumething hidden
in the heart as the seed was hidden in
the ground; only once let it find lodg-
ment and the work would surely go on

without min’s interference, Thus the
Saviour could declare, as His earthl

minisiry c'osed, * It is finished.” “¥
have finished the wor# Thou gavest
me to do.” Thenceforward, the Spirit
was to enlighten and teach. His
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Presence in the heart, the great and
blessed seed of true Holiness.

You remember when John uttered
that memorable sentence about the
Lord Jesus Christ, * Behold the Lamb
of God that taketh away the sins of
the world.” As if to say: “ Look at
Him! He is in your midst, so near
that you mayall apply.f r the great
remedy for sin!” It is natural for
men, when they are told of a distin
guished personage arrived in their
midst, to join the multitude. to ru-li
on, if they may but get one look on:
glimpse of the notable one. If wv
would take one glance at Him who is
the King of Kings, who has called us
to the great marriage feast, who his
told us He has power t» m.ge us of
royal blood, how quickly should we
know the things that are freely given
to us of God!

“ Behold, a sower went forth to

.sow!” And to-day the seed-sowing

goes on throughout Christendom,
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The Word of God encircles the world,
Men stand and declare it; the people
talk about it, they meditate upon it.
Among the multitude, to-day, exist the
same four classes that are represented
in this parable. The seed was sown
at the wayside, upon stony ground,
where the thorns grew, and into good
ground. Itbrings the Lord very near
when we realize that His was a minis-
try for all time. Human nature re-
mains the same; its needs, its frail-
ties, i's capabilities. And it remains
equally true that for us just to know
our need is to bring to us a fruition as
infinite in its resources as God is in-
finite.

Let us look at the different classes
of hearers. The seed is sown at the
wayside, Immediately the fowls of
air gather and devour it. How truel
There must be depth of earth, there
must be the furrows, soft and pliable,
to receive the seed that it may sink
down and in, where the fowls of the
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air, who are always present in num-
bers innumerable, may not seize upon
it. What a picture of the heart of
man hardened by indifference, where
Satan has easy work to rob and de-
stroy.

Some fell upon stony ground, and
immediately it springs forth. Butwhen
the sun comes up, with all the fierce-
ness of its noonday heat, it withers.
Night comes, and the blade that
sprang up out of the earth so fresh
and bright in the morning is withered.
To-day the Word of God {falls upon
some stony heart that has here and
there a tender spot. There is no
depth. You have seen such people.
They are very common. They start
well, they talk glibly, they look fair,
and run well for a season. You hard-
ly can understand why it is, when you

ou look for fruit you find none. The

lade has been just as greenand fresh
as any blade og grass you ever saw,
but there is no fruit there,
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It is fruit that God wants; fruit of
our lives. Not simply the brightness
of the upspringing ‘blade that the
noonday sun can wither, What good
is the sunshine or the rain, if the seed
has no root? These very blossoms
become nplighted upon ‘the stony
ground ; and the analogy is constantly
true that the hearts of many have been
ploughed and harrowed by sorrow, the
seeds of truth find entrance, but stones
of pride, fear of man, reluctance to
be counted among the followers of the
meek and lowly One, stones that we
must take awav, or our blades of con-
viction turn to blight and decay,

In a little attic in a tenement one
morning a man who had spent his life
in dissipation awoke after a night of
debauch, and looking around his room
that had nothing in it of comfort, he
thoucht of his life and what it was,
He had nothing; he was of no use in
the world ; he was all alone in his
degradation and poverty, What
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e do? Just at that moment
:‘\1131;13]11;“‘; a ra] of ‘1ig:htthrough the
dirty window an cast its beaml}ng:tn‘
the floor. Just one ray of sgnllg !
And by the Spirit of God a litile ray
of the Sun of Righteousness came
into his heart, an brought 511. new,
fresh joy. Light came out ofd 13\::3
that ‘morning, and he bowe ‘ eh(;
lifted his heart mws:rd Go dwf .
caused the sun to shing, asked fo
forgiveness, and became 4 new rl}'::_:u't.q

The Sun of Righteousness s 31(:
to-day, to illumine your heart anl vco-
reveal to you the One a1togelh;r OLet
ly, full of grace and full of truth. i
the Holy Ghost plow through yo 2
hearts, take you away the stnness. an.wE
the good seed, warmed by the tu:;
Richteousness, will take root an

aw. ) )
recognize there is no with-
ho};:leitngsby our Great Seed-sower.
Everywhere, among all classes of men,
the Word is scattered. And now it is
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among thorns. And what are these?
The “other things!” As tho h,
after summing tt? the cares of L:ﬁis
world, the deceitfulness of riches, de-
scription failed, and it was left for
every individual heart to seek out for
1tse1_f these “other things,” innumera-
ble it would seem as hearts are count-
less. Mal}_r we not to-day seek for
heavenly light to reveal in our lives
those other things that hinder the
sower, that choke the Word, that
make us to be barren and unfruitful ?

We come to the fourth class. “ And

these are thex which are sown upon

cod ground.” They received th

%Vord; they did notyearn it. W:
must be just that are receiving always.
'I‘l}e L_m:d, at the commencement of
His ministry, said to His disciples,
“Come!” “Follow mel” “I will
make you fishers of men.” The

came to _Hirn; and when they had re-
ceived His benediction and His teach-
ing, be said “Go,” They rec.eived1

Digital Copyright @ 2009 by Healing and Revival Press.
All rights reserved. Duplication strictly prohibited.
www.healingandrevival.com

OTHER THINGS. 13

if we would bear fruit we must re-
:zgre. Such ground receives to-day;
the seed is hidden out of sight, but
wait, the fruit is sure, some thlrgv.
some sixty, some an hundred fold;
and the blessing is zg)m all, for the
ter sowed the seed.
Mgh, then, be willing for the trut‘h
to enter your heart. Receive qus
Word and let the blessing abide.
Among the “other things ?  that
choke the Word are doubt and dis-
couragement. You say, perhaps,—
«1f I had the opportunities that so
many people have I could bear fruit
for God.” Here Satan comes in to
contradict God, as he has from the
beginning. “Has God said He is no
respecter of petsons?” “] cannot
sprak well,” you say. Speak the best
u can. To you, this may be that
z%ther thing” that keeps you out of
the blessing. Again, “1 cannot speal::'
to others aboul their souls’ welfare.
Make a beginning and see. You
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can sit down by the hour and
about the ordir{ary events aof ]tiaflc:f
Why not talk about Him who lives
to bless His children, who is sowing
_His seed to-day, and who wants 1hat
it should spring forth in you thirty
sixty, or an hundred fnld). Be not
idlers in the household of God. The
Sower still sows the seed. Be tender
be receptive, seek the light, and neve;
be discouraged. Remember that He
who walked this earth still lives to
bless and to keep and to deliver.
When Alexander the Great was
marching to conquer Persia, and the
barriers of ice and snow prevented
them, the soldiers were discouraged
and cast down and finally could not
go anorher step, worn out with march-
ing and fatigue, Seeing this, Alexan-
der got off his horse, took a pick
and began himself with a strong arm
1o cut his way through the ice. The
men looked in astonishment; they,
too, became enthused. First the cap-
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tains, and even the chaplains began
to shovel and pick the ice and snow,
and then the common scldiers, and
on they went to victory !

%esns is the Way, the Truth, the
Life. Enter in, walk in the _Ltght.
Love, joy, and peace shall spring u
under the Divine rays. Fruitage sha 1
be yours, The * other things” will
melt away, for the Holy Ghost shall
burn them up, while His light and
heat shall cause the good ground to
bear some thirty, some sixty, some an
hundred fold.
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