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THE HAND OF POWER.

“ And Elisha put his hands upon the king’s
hands.” — 2 KinGs, xiii., 16.

WE have read about the prophet of
old, Elisha, and we remember how
he succeeded Elijah, and became,
after him, God's chosen prophet
among His people. I know of no
more interesting study in the Old
Testament than the life of His
prophet Elisha; simply a farmer’s
son, called to be an instrument in

God’s hand, whose name and fame
should reach to the end of. the earth.
The thought of God’s choosing such
a man—a young man too —is one
that brings comfort and blessing as

we think of it. He was a dutiful son,
doing his father’s - bidding, in perfect
subjection to his will. His father
was a man of means; he, as the
oldest son, was to succeed to the
estate and name and hand it down to
posterity as a name honored and re-
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4 THE HAND OF POWER.
spected ; but God, knowing his heart,
had other plans,

Elijah’s work was almost finished,
and every man is immortal till his
work is done.  Elijah did not die one
day too soon, No man ever dies" till
his work is completed; then God
says, “ It is finished,” and takes him
home to Himself. We mourn over
the loss of a good man, a man who
has helped to make the history of the
nation. We wonder how the gap is to
be filled. But He makes nations,
raises them up, brings them down.
He creates man, puts him in his
place. No man ever yet was brought
into the world to be anidler or simply
to help fill up the number of people
on the face of the earth, Every man
has been called according to God's
purpose ; he may fail to take his posi-
tion, and avail himself of his privi-
lege; but it is his loss, for to every
man is Eiven a work and God expects
him to do that work.

Elijah was ordered to take a day’s
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march across the mountain, and there

he would find with his father, at work
plowing, the man who was to be his

successor.. He did this; put his
mantle upon the young man's shoul-
ders; and at once — without a ques-
tion, without finding fault because he
must leave home — the Kgung man
follows - Elijah as fast as his feet can
wcarry him. ~ He returns to his home,
icalls the people together fo make @
feast to commemorate this call of
‘God. The feast is not because he is
to-inherit the father's estate, or be-
cause he is called to be a general or
occupy the best place in the land, but
pecawse God has called kim._ to be
\His messenger. From that day on-
| iward, he is to walk up and down the
searth, go in and out among the peo-
ple, stand before kings, and tell them
| -of the truths of this Word, the surety
of God’s judgment upon all who
wander from Him and God’s b'lessmﬁ
upon those who stand by Him an

qwn their allegiance to Him,
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For many years, seventy at . leas
Elisha had followed the bidding of
the Master; warning the people
against the worship of false gods,
telling the kings themselves that de-
struction must come upon them if
they disobeyed the wvoice of God.
You remember once when he went to
a neighboring king, and the king
hearing that there was such a
prophet, that he had prophesied de-
struction, sent his horsemen to search
him out. The servant of Elisha was.
troubled, and said, “Master, what
shall we do? Here we are sur-
rounded by horses and chariots of
war, we shall surely be taken pris-
oners.” What did Elisha do?
Prayed to God; that was all, He
prayed: “O God, open the eyes of
this servant, for I have just told him
that they that be for us are greater
than they that be against us!” God
answered his prayer, and opened the
eyes of his servant, so that he saw
the mountains filled with horses and
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hariots, God’s messengers to pro-

tect His own chosen prophet.

walk to-day by faith ; we see
notvtehe' messengers that God sends
to care for us and protect us round
hbout the mountains of Zion.
see them only by faith. “Our faith is
hot centred in chariots and horse-
men, but in Him who says He bas&ll
power in_heaven and on earth. e
smile at dangers, turn our backs upon
difficulties. We look straight quard
and onward, and trust Him to make
that Word true to us, * No ‘evil shal

1 you.”

hegl]is a’s life was made up of scenee
like this. You remember when the
axe was lost in the river, and of
course sank. He then QIsp]ayed the
power of God by cutting down a
piece of wood and throwing it into
the river, when the axe floated upocim
the surface of the water like wood.
All through his history were mar-
| velous demonstrations of the power
of God and of God's love to him
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8 THE HAND OF POWER.

whom He had chosen to walk this
earth and witness for Him. “God is
a spirit, and they that worship Him
must worship Him in spirit and in
truth.” Elisha had cast down the
idols of kings and they hated and
feared him.

He had now come down to the last
days of his life; his sickness was to
be the fatal sickness that should end
his life, when he was to go to be with
God. There is a vast difference be-
tween the dying bed of a man who
knows that his sins are forgiven,
who can say with Albert Cookman,
““ Sweeping through the gates, washed
in the blood of the Lamb,” and one
who closes his eyes and dies with no
hope in Christ. We have some
death-bed scenes in God's Word,
We have read the accountof Joshua's
death. 1If you will notice, in connec-
tion with this, in the last chapter of
Joslua we h ve the whole condensed
hist. yof tue children of Israel. God
was in it all. He created Abraham
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and Isaac and Joshua and Aaron.
He directed them and He cared for
them. There was no room left for
them to boast. When it came to
leading the people, it says distinctly
that God did it; He led His people
out of Egypt and through the Red
Sea, through the wilderness, and
across the Jordan, and broke 'dowrn
the walls of Jericho. He did it all.
Where does it say that Joshua did all
this? He was but God’s instrument.
God does love to make His prom-
ises true, to make Himself real to
those that trust Him. Elisha’s work
was almost done; there is only one
more record of any act of his, and
that is this act that I call your atten-
tion to for a few moments: Ellsh;a'
put his hands upon the king’s hands.
The king had heard that Elisha, the
prophet, was dying, that he never
would come again to his palace to
warn him and to prophecy to him
that he should have victory over
the Assyrians, saying, “O km%,
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you must do this or that. And .
the king feigned —or perhaps he

was honest, I know not— to be ve

much Enwed as he stood by the
dying bed of Elisha. He wept over
his face, and said, ** O my father, my
father, the chariot of Israel. and the
horsemen thereof!” He wept over
him, perhaps because he knew him to
be.a man of God ; let us think of it
that way, a man of God hopest and
true, whose words always came to
pass when he prophesied, who gave

rich and good counsel. The king
felt, perhaps, that he was to lose his
prime minister, his grandest and best
advisor. Perhaps he thought, — who
will show me and lead ‘me on to
victory ¢

Alas, alas, that peoﬁyle only weep

over the grques of such men ! Criti-
cism, persecution, all leave when
death lays its hand upon them. The
news goes out, the prophet is dead;
the one that advised and warned of
evil. Thank God for the tardy recog-
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nition of virtue, But that we might
pour the “alabaster box of oint-
ment” upon the heads of those we
love while they are living, and thank
God when their eyes are closed that
their work is finished, that they have
entered into the kingdom, into ‘the
palace that God has prepared.

And Elisha said unto ‘the king:
“Take bow and arrows: And he
took unto him bow and arrows.”
The king had come, even at the
death-bed of the prophet, to know
what he should do, as well as to weep
over the thought of his death. The
prophet said,  Open the window to
the eastward.” It is the prophet, not
the king, who gives orders now. He
commanded, “ Shoot the arrow,” and
he shot. And he said, “ The arrow
of the Lord’s deliverance out of the
hand of Syria,” But, mind you, #ke
kands of the prophet were laid upon
the hands of the king as he shot.

How true the analogy to the child
of God! There can Ke no victory
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unless the King of kings puides the
hand that is used for H%‘m,%}% success
unless we put our hand into the hand
of our King, saying, “Lord, guide
and save me and use me. In this
spirit alone could we “prophesy ' 'to
otliers.  “I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God: that
you present your bodies a living sac-
rifice unto God, which is your reason-
able service.” These handsare of no
use unless God takes them. This
body of ours may walk the streets and
be used in the accumulation of wealth
or seeking its own pleasure, but it is
useless unless God takes it for His
I th
there is anything in us of use it
came from God, it belongs to God.
It is one thing to say we are the
Lord’s, another thing 70 walk before
Him, livin r first ‘of all for Him who
ﬁave. His life for us.. I would rather
ie in rags and in the poorhouse,

with my Master's blessing upon my
head, and hear Him say, “ Well done,
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ood and faithful servant, enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord,” than to die
in a palace with millions without His
blessing,

The last act of the prophet was to
tell the king that he was to have
deliverance, but it must be by the
hand of God. So he cries, *Open
the window and shoot” The king
fired his three arrows and stopped.
The prophet was angry with him.
“Why do you not shoot your other

. arrows, five or six of them? You

have now only a partial victory over
the enemy, when you might have had
a complete and perfect success.
Why do you stop short 2”” The illus-
tration comes to me of the many who
are content to be simply saved; who
say to themselves, *My sins have
been forgiven ; I have taken a seat
in church ; I give so much a year to
missions, home and foreign; once in
a while I go to a prayer meeting.”
Why be content with simply a name ?
Why not have the whole? The
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blessing that shall be like a crown
upon the head, like a “ well of water
springing up” within, the abidin
Comforter speaking peace to the souE

The king's mistake was a common
one., We narrow down God’s full
provision; and in our poor way en-
deavor to win trophies to His Name,
Beyond this, it would be presump-
tion, we say, and so relegate His
power back to the few who bright-
ened the background of the dim ages
of long ago.

In one of the battles of the East,

years ago, a certain conqueror was
ddvised by one of his officers that, if
he could take his position on a neigh-
boring hill, it would command a view
of the entire battle-ground, and vic-
tory would be assured. The advice
was followed, and the flag was planted
on the hill-top. The troops cheered,
and cried, “ Now bring the flag down
to the troops.”

“No,” said the officer, “ Bring the
troops up to the flag.” Up they

THE HAND OF POWER. 1§

rushed at the word of command, car-
ing ‘everything before them, and
victory crowned the day. :

0, it is ‘not to bring God’s Word
down to ‘our 'poor, litlle interpreta-
tion, but fo rise to His presence, —
by:a glotious faith to *“ mount on
wings as eagles, to run and not be
iweary, to walk and not faint.” This
we can. do by obeying His word of
command to “take hold of His
strength,” then His hands will be
upon our hands for victory and for
power: When Wellington com-
marided one of his officers to take
a ‘certain place, with a look at his
commander he replied : — AN

i Yes, though it cost me my life.”

As he ‘held back a moment, said
the grand old “ Iron Duke,” “ Let me
take your hand.”  The magnetic
touch of that hand thrilled his whole
being, and he went on to victory.

Let us commence the year before

us with the certainty of success, for
He who orders our lives has said He
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will never leave us, “even unto the
end.” With His hand upon us, we
shall not know defeat. But He ex-
pects entire loyalty. He does not
give a command to have it half
obeyed. He asks for the whole. As
we throw up our windows and look
out upon the everlasting hills, the
gﬁory 1s upon us, the heat-giving sun
thrills and warms our Very being; Digital Copyright @ 2009 by Healing and Revival Press.
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toward the Sun of Righteousness /as www.healingandrevival.com
life, has strength, has victory, has
power. Beloved, what 1 desire for
you I desire for myself. Life is too
short to spend in indecision. Let us
bow in subjection to the Father of
spirits, that His Spirit may be upon
us and that our hearts may throb
with joyful receptivity as He says
to us:—

“ Son, daughter, all that I have is
thine,”
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