
Mary Campbell Speaks in Tongues 
 

"The handmaiden of the Lord, of whom he made choice on that 
night (a Sunday evening in the end of March), to manifest forth in her 
His glory, had been long afflicted with a disease which the medical men 
pronounced to be a decline, and that it would soon bring her to her 
grave, whither her sister had been hurried by the same malady some 
months before. Yet, while all around her were anticipating her 
dissolution, she was in the strength of faith meditating missionary labors 
among the heathen; and this night she was to receive the preparation of 
the Spirit; the preparation of the body she received not till some days 
after. It was on the Lord's day; and one of her sisters, along with a female 
friend, who had come to the house for that end, had been spending the 
whole day in humiliation, and fasting, and prayer before God, with a 
special respect to the restoration of the gifts. They had come up in the 
evening to the sick-chamber of their sister, who was laid on a sofa, and, 
along with one or two others of the household, were engaged in prayer 
together. When in the midst of their devotion, the Holy Ghost came with 
mighty power upon the sick woman as she lay in her weakness, and 
constrained her to speak at great length and with superhuman strength, 
in an unknown tongue, to the astonishment of all who heard, and to her 
own great edification and enjoyment in God; `for he that speaketh in a 
tongue edifieth himself.' She has told me that this first seizure of the 
Spirit was the strongest she ever had, and that it was in some degree 
necessary it should have been so, otherwise she would not have dared to 
give way to it." 
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