ABIDING.

BY CHAS. CULLIS.

“1f ye abide in Me, and My words abide
| in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall
be done unto you.”— John xv. 7.
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| abide in Me, and My words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will and it
shall be done unto you.” ' There is
only one qualification necessary, and
that is that we shall abide, and s0
more and more we urge upon people
the necessity of abiding in Christ.
You know Christian people e
where have lived the old life of abi
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ing when things were well, or abiding

when they had nothing particular to

trouble them ; but at the moment of

temptation they yield to discourage-
ment, and consequently have no light,
Camp-meeting John "Allen on the

ounds at Intervale, in crossing a
rook made a misstep. In his humor-
ous way, he rcmarEed: “1 always

said there was a possibility of -

ing.” Now let us have this possi-
bility of falling taken out of the wa
by entre trust in Jesus Christ. “If

ye abide in me!” “Well,” some one
says, “I think that I abide some-
times.” 1 believe that we ought to
abide in the Lord 365 days in the
year. Iam sure that it is not only a
privilege, but an untold blessing to
abide in God, and all the difficulty is
taken out of the way when we fix our
gaze upon Christ, I think it just as
proper to say, “I love the Lord Jesus
Christ with all
say, “1 love my wife with all my
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eart.” Oh, that we might have such
lll simplicity that nothing should dis-
turb the union bett\:lfeeré tthc hlear;.:sl;;l

od! Itis sible, but only -
l(:i;le when we Plnos\'e the Lord God ac-
cording to the commandment. You
know the commandments that be-
longed to the law, we have read
them ; but Christ said that there was
a greater than these commandments
of old, that you “love the Lord God
with all your heart, and with all your
mind, and with all your stre?'gth. and
your neighbor as ~yourself. Some
one will say, *I wish I cou'd a_bide in
Christ.” will refer to the illustra-
tion again about the wife and hus.
band.  There would be a continued
warfare at home if they did not abide
in each other’s love. And thus lhe::e
is a warfare in the heart of God’s
people, until there is self-surrender;
then there is no more struggling, but
a union with God that 'britﬁs a joyful
liberty. “1f ye abide in Me and My
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words abide in you, ye shall ask what
ye will and it shall be done unto you,”
One says; * I have asked for a great
many things and didn't get them.”
Did you abide? No. Abiding is not
aconscious feeling always, I do not
have to consult feelings as to whether
I love my family, my children or not.
The moment f think about it, my
heart swells in_praise and thanksgiv-
ing for them; I am abiding with them
wherever they are; |1 am abiding in
their love, and my purpose is to do for

them more than I can do for myself.
That is where we ought to be, and
can be in Christ Jesus; with every-
thinﬁ laid at His feet, and with the

one desire to possess Him first, last,
and always, more than anybody else
under heaven.

And you know, beloved, the reason
why prayer is not answered: it is

simply because you don't abide; for |
God !

purposes to answer prayer, and
gives us the promises that we may be-
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lieve them and live upon them. But
you say, “ I don’t believe in answer to
prayer.” God must answer prayer.
His word is given. I have had no
trouble for a good many years as to
whether the matter is going to be a
success when I preach, or when I
talk, ‘or anything of the kind. I give
the whole matter to God, and believe
that there will be victory and success
in everything. Why? because He
has said it, and I “believe it, “My
word shall not return unto Me void.”
If God says so, I will believe it,
whether I see it or not. Don't be
troubled as to whether you see the
results or not, for results belong to
God, and just as surely as you live to-
day, if you abide in Him —if youdo it
—{He asks of you that you give your-
self to Him, soul and hody and spirit,)
then you may ask what you will. It
does not say you must ask for bread
alone. You may ask for a coat,if you
need it, 1 have proved this. “Ye
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hall ask ;i

-]

can pgsil:vl;a;eefj,'({;g};’ -‘,Af,u:““ didn’t want to speak to anybody, and
e Onltgasks us to stamwnh ‘I’_I.“- lwoulddgo along for three or four

only asks us to live inyHis h ] days and then Eﬁghten up and be

only asks us to walk with Him —-‘:;?;' happy, then I would go down again ;

but I haven't seen a dark day or hour

us to live right alo
i i & for upwards of twenty years. “If ye

in His mansion, withdayaﬂer dar,

world cannot joy that the abide, if ye abide, ye shall ask what
us a blcssingta:‘f. tfr_om us, and gives e will,” aynd belovc{l I a?n asking for
Who is like unto :he:-s c\;vorth having, ig things now, and 1 am trusting
the Lord| Peop'le la::ﬁplﬁ ﬁ;v?f' Him for big things, and I want you to
octor, shall I give up the theatss 3 have the same ¢rust. Don't be
an I go once in a while?” i troubled if the dear ones are not con-
10 more go to th e 1 could verted, they will be; I mean not to be
'ould put ng1y ham; ,': tthh:;:_r: tlh;“ I § anxious about it. Lay them on the
O more desire or taste for Ih“e altar and He that gave His life will
Mngs than you haye for tobacc 3 save them. Don’t troubled about
>uld not cf i o 1 this, that, or the other matter, but

10 1t. It is tak

g"e}l,h:lo:t You have anye?u:!?ls;
ve m

this room, or;::al} i:jnybody i

trust God; in other words, abide.
Some one says: “If what you say is
true, you need not ask for an}rthing."

¥S, even at home, that lo'an:]gﬂ?::: ! But He says: “Ye shall ask.” There

se than happy and jolly. I h . is a wonderful comfort in asking,

4 you before, that when .[.Iiud :1: N When you need anything, pray for it,

ife, I used to haye blue spells; f expect an answer — just abide — for

' i that is the true and only secret of
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ABIDING

living with God. Liv
h e wi

evgry day and hour; in the‘?:huhr::!:
:;,_;1 in the prayer meeting. Do what
i“e' wants you to do, for that is abid-
th;g' praise God, that is abiding ; any-
b‘tclig and everything for God, that is
?hl ing; and He says: “If ye do
n ii‘.; ¢ may ask what ye will, and
DON: — not pfrha S — “SHALL BE
o UNTO YoU.” Who says it? The
b]\rmg God Himself; and [ would not

ot a sentence or a letter out of His
word. Believe and ye shall have.
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